SUGGESTED LITURGY OF FAREWELL  (adapted by John Wilton from an Alban Institute resource)
(open to modification) 
The Incumbent returns to the Churchwardens the Parish List, the keys or another symbol which was given at his/her Induction as Parish Priest.
 
People and Priest pray together:
O God, you have bound us together for a time as priest and people.  We give you thanks for the ministry we have shared during these years together.
We thank you for your patience with us despite our blindness and slowness of heart.  We thank you for your forgiveness and mercy in face of our failures.
We thank you for those who have been joined to the Church family through the Sacrament of Baptism.  We thank you for opening our hearts and minds to your Word, and for feeding us abundantly with the Body and Blood of your Son.  We thank you for the faithful departed who have laboured with us and are now at rest in Christ.
Now, we pray, be with those who leave and those who stay; and grant that all of us, by drawing nearer to you, may always be close to each other in the communion of saints.  All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
 
Final Blessing
 
Recessional/Closing /Exit Hymn  (eg., CP 418  "Draw the Circle Wide")
The priest may choose to remove the chasuble or other symbolic vestment and lay them on the altar during the hymn. 
The priest (and family) recess to the back of the worship space during the hymn.
 
The congregation faces the departing priest (and family) and says:
 (Incumbent &/or Incumbent, Spouse/ Family), we send you forth now to your new ministry. 
May God be with you and your family in the years ahead. 
We will remember you in our prayers and ask you to pray for us. 
We thank God for the ministry we have done together and for the laughter and tears we have shared. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
 
Incumbent and/or Incumbent, Spouse and Family respond:   Thanks be to God.
 
 
