Fresh Start - Recommended Reading for Exits & Entrances 

Bridges, William; Managing Transitions, 2nd Edition; Cambridge, MA: DaCapo Press, 2003 – describes model of transition vs. change, how transitions effect organizations, and what an effective leader in times of transition should do. 

____________; Transitions: Making Sense of Life’s Changes; Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley Publishing Co., 1980 – focuses on transitions in personal life, outlining model of transition vs. Change.

Mead, Loren B.; A Change of Pastors and How It Affects Change in the Congregation; Herndon, VA: The Alban Institute, 2005 – a general introduction to pastoral transitions in congregations. 

Mead, Loren B. The Once and Future Church Collection. Herndon, VA, The Alban Institute, 2001.

Michell, Neal O. How To Hit the Ground Running: A Quick-Start Guide for Congregations with New Leadership. New York, NY, Church Publishing Inc., 2005 – done in workbook style, this guide is for both clergy and lay leaders and offers step-by-step suggestions for the initial months of a new ministry. 

Oswald, Roy; Heath, James M; and Heath, Ann W.; Beginning Ministry Together: The Alban Handbook for Clergy Transitions; Herndon, VA; The Alban Institute, 2003 – a detailed walk through the search and transition process suitable for both lay leaders in a congregation undergoing a change of rectors and clergy (with a special section for clergy in transition that speaks to exits and entrances). 

Oswald, Roy; New Beginnings: A Pastorate Start Up Workbook; Herndon, VA: The Alban Institute, 1989 – personal workbook for clergy going through a transition to a new ministry. 

White, Edward A.; Saying Goodbye: A Time of Growth for Congregations and Pastors; Herndon; The Alban Institute, 1990 – a series of essays for clergy and lay leaders on the experience of saying good-bye and raising questions about the relationship of rectors to their former congregations. 

